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ABSTRACT

Discourse markers guide inferences during communication according to
their morphosyntactic, semantic and pragmatic properties (Portolés 2001 [1998];
Blakemore 2002). This functional definition lies on cognitive grounds:
interpreting what is communicated implies that the mind is able to combine
representations by means of computations that link and adjust them (Thagard
2005 [1998]). This the-oretical claim can be supported by data based on the
observation of mental activity during utterance processing (Loureda et al. 2019
and 2020). In this chapter we pre-sent the results of experiments on Spanish
discourse markers (Schrock 2018, Nadal 2019, Recio Ferniandez 2020, Cruz
2020, Narvdez 2019, Salameh Jiménez 2019, Torres 2020, Cuello in preparation,
Guillén in preparation). Empirical results allow to establish correlations between
discourse marking and processing patterns, and are compatible with the defining
properties of discourse markers as procedural-meaning expressions (Blakemore
1987, 2002, Nadal et al. 2016).



