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SULLE STRUTTURE PASSIVE (E CAUSATIVE): 
NOTE A PARTIRE DA DATI SULL’ACQUISIZIONE LINGUISTICA E 

SUI DISTURBI SPECIFICI DELL’APPRENDIMENTO 

Abstract

This paper proposes some reflections on Italian passive constructions 
moving from data from recent studies on the difficulties encountered in the early 
stages of pas-sive acquisition (in cases of typical language development) also found 
in the language behavior of subjects with learning disorders (in particular, dyslexia).

By analyzing the available data on the acquisition of Italian, on the one hand 
we notice the production of causative reflexive structures (like si-fare) instead of 
passive ones; on the other hand, when passive forms are produced, phrases with the 
auxiliary venire are preferred to those with essere.

The aim of this study is to demonstrate how the two syntactic facts, only 
apparent-ly independent, can be closely intertwined, if considered and observed within a 
function-al synctactic framework.




